Tunisia

CWS

is available

on board

i uigill gl
== TUNISAIR

unisia

CWS

N

i» seeking candidates for translation work from
French to English and processing of press articles.
A good command of the English language and
basic computer skills are imperative,

For interviews, please send CV and
letter of motivation to:
Tunisia News
Imprimerie Tunis-Carthage
Z.1. Charguia, Rue 8601 N® 40
2035 Tunis-Carthage

or fax to: 71 794 891

Weekly Newspaper - Founder Director :Tijani Haddad - 10th Year, Number 559 April 17, 2004 - Price 1T.0. - Address : Z1. Charguia 2035 Tunis-Carthage - Tel. 71.78.63.18 - Fax : 71.79.48.91

Financing the economy and
mobilizing long-term saving

¢ 2004 finance law: new incentives to enhance saving

President Ben Al recenved
Prame  Mimster Mohamed
Ghannouchy on Tuesday mor-
ming with whom he reyiewed
ihe financing of the natonal
ecconomy und enlerprises in
light of the measares that have
heen instigated 1o hoost saving
in s different forms. The
Head of State enguired into
the progress in implementing
the provisions of the 2004
Finance Law, particularly
{huse conceming the ssstem ol
sivings stowks gind their ope-

TUNISIA-ALGERIA
Ben Ali
congratulates
Bouteflika

Preadent Ben Ali sent o
congratulatory - message o
Abdelazize Boutellika on hix
re-election as president of
Algena in which he conveyed
his congristulations and that of
the Tunisian people for the
renewal of confidence shown
hy the people of Algeria The
President  of the Republic
wished the Algerian president
further success in his leader-
ship ol the hrotherdy Algerian
people and  Tullalling  their

prrospenty

The Head of State also
expressed his satisfaction ol
the solid brotherly ties and
fruitful relations of coopera-
tson, ut the xame time as voi-
cing s conviction that the
relations will prosper further
given the will of the two lea
ders” to strengthen the ties of
solidanty and complementarn-
1y with o view o consoluls.
ting the ¢ffors to construci the
Arub Maghrehb.
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The provisions also contem-
plate developing the commer-
cialization of insurnce ser-
vices and consolidating the
life insurance system by exo-
nerating annuitics  received
from life insumnce polices
from income lax

The President  of  the
Republic also enguired intn
the progress on implementing
the measures anmed al giving
an impetos o the sinck mar
iven ils role in mobili-
medium- and long-term tal
und providing  busi
nesses with necessary  finan-

ace

He wlso recommended
lerating the drafting of the
law aimed al protecting finan- In
ciil tmosactions and  reinfor-
cing the credibility of the capi-
kel and stressed
need to make the incentives
offered o companies Disung

iemselves

Ben Al

the

an  the
more widely known
this conteat,
emphasized
impoanance of gi
tus 1o the upgrading program-
me [or Tunisia’s hanks, conso-
lidating thew posthon on the

market
their service

President
the
ng an impe-

yilics.

capital market and improving
i order to be in
line with current international
standards as well as divers
Tying their mechanisms lor
mohilizing  long-lerm saving
el Tinancing economic act-

Cabinet meeting
reviews health
insurance system

® Draft reform to upgrade health services

President Ben Al chamred a Cubinet
meeting on Wednesday  duning which
examination was made of the draft
reform for the health insurance system.

The meeting opencd with a review of
the results of the consultations with the
partics concerned commissioned by the
Head of Stae on the general principals
of the reform which bad been establi-
shed in previous Cabingt meet
Examination was then made ol the
broad outhines of the deaft reform. with
regard o which note was twken of the
progress tha had been made in reaching
consensual solutions to a number of its
wssues. It was agreed 1o pursue dis
on outstanding 1sues with the |
concermned with a view o ensunng the
relarm’s success,

n.

fies

In this context. the Head ol Stae
comnnended the progress that |
achieved 1 this sector and stressed the
need to ensure that the reform serves (o
imprave the guality of health services
provided to the public as part of a cohe-
rent national health system. He also
emphasized the importaoce of public
health sector with regard 1o its funda-
mental role in training, research. as well
e |1|L'\.'L'|:linn and Ireatment.

The Head of State alwo emphiasized
that, in addition o 1aking int account
the interests uf the different parties, the
exsential focus of the dimlt reform
consists ol preserving the public’s heal-
th. improving the quality of services
and ensuring the balance of the socil
security Tund.

s been

Tunisia’s
stunning
success

e In the book From
Bourguiba to Ben Alj,

a

financial analyst describes
Tunisia’s economic record

In o book entitled Fromm Bowrsuiba te Ben Al
Teonsias stwng  economie record, financial
analyvst André Wilmots examines Tunisia’s socl

amdd economic development and enume

es the

achievements of its social programme and “deve-

lopn
Lo

of growth.

enk fever™ in exponts and Lourism as geners-

Emphasizing the sound economic management
of the country and its openness and imegranon

within the international contest. Mr.

Wilmots

commends Tunisia's stabeliy and socl peace

which have anracted |

e tnvestment which, m

turm. have compensated for the scarcity of natural

resourees,
The  150-page
L T lanmattan,

book s

pubhished by

ASPIAlONS Tor progress i

American President George
Bush’s support  for
Prime Mimister Ariel Sharon’s
plan Tor withdrawal from the
Giaga strip and the continued
presence of Jewish colomes in
e West Bank has provoked
fury amongst the Palestnians

Palestunian President Aralat
and  Prime  Mimster  Korey
deplored America’s support of
the plan and vowed that the
Palestiman people would not
renounce ight 1o frecdom
and indepedence.

The  Arub L
L‘Xl)!'l_'.\.'\'l_‘Lt s e
United St

leracli

also
“lhe
es has changed its

Israeli plan for
withdrawal from
the occupied
territories

® American support for plan
triggers Palestinians’ fury

position on erlical Palestiniun
pesues N snpport will <ireng-
then lsrael™s ocupation of the
Palestimian  territornes. No
state, especially of 10 has a
mediating role, has the right to
renounce  the  Palestinuns’
rights, termiories and Tulure.”

For lus part, the United
Nations Secretary-general
Kofi Annan commented that
the Palestiniuns” will had been
ignored,  while for French
President  Jacgues  Cha
“disputing the borders agreed
on constitutes o regrettable and
serjous precedent ™.

ENERGY SAVING AND RENEWABLE
ENERGIES

ANER at the forefront
of Tunisia’s energy-
| saving strategy

Page 3
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The Tuniso-Jordanian busi-
ness  council convened in
Amman this week under the
chmrmanship of Mr. Hedi
Jilans. president of the Tunisian
Industry, Trade and Handicrafis
Union and Mr, Haider Mourad,
president of the Jordaman
Chamber of Commerce and Mr.
Hatem El Helouani, president
of the Jordan Chamber of
Industry. The couneil reviewed
a number of questions invol-
ving mainly the means needed
tu enhance economic coopera-
rion herween hath counrries and
backing up efforts by business
people from both countnies
aimed at  improving  trade
exchanges and identifying new
partnership opportunities and
mahiliving joint investments

Both sides expressed satis-
faction with the excellent bila-
teral political relations and the
need 1o enhance lurther econo-
mic cooperation by providing

TUNISIA-JORDAN
Joint business council convenes
in Amman

additional  structural  means
namely a sea line and the adap-
ting of both countries legisla-
uon o such requirements.

The intervening  parties
cqually stressed the necd for a
better coordination of efforts
for the setting up of the Arab
free exchange zone. Mr. Djilam
affirmed on this occasion the
necessity 1o wentify  jointly
uwther markets and make the
best of the position of both
countries and their respective
experience in all fields espe-
cially overcoming the resimic-
tions imposed by the respect-
vely small domestic markets in
both countries. Mr, Djilani
equally reviewed Tonisia’s eco-
nomic  progress and  major
reforms introduced and the
invesimen! incentives  such
reforms provide. Mr. Halder
Mourad underscored the impor-
tance of such joinl meeting
bringing together the business

communities from both coun-
wies and the urgent need for the
harmonisaion of the legisla-
tures and the implementation of
the free exchange zone.

Mr. El Halouani for his part
spoke of Tumisia’s expenience
in terms of industrial restructu-
ring and upgrading expressing
the will of his country to make
the best of such experience.

It is important to note that
despite the excellent political
ties between both countries,
rade exchanges remain quite
Tow and do not reflect the will
of both sides 10 further develop
such ties.

The meenng was held in the
presence of Mr. Raoul El Bast,
Tunisian  ambassador  to
Amman, Mr. Ferid Tounsi,
CEO of the exports cenlre,
Mohammed Sahraow. member
of the UTICA executive bureau
in charge of relations with the
Arab World and a number of

business people from both
countnes. The visiting Tunisian
delegation had the opportunity
to visit the Abdalla 11 industrial
zone and were briefed on major
projects taking place in the
area.

During a work session, the
delegation met with a group of
representatives of the Jordanian
industrial zones. Exchange of
views on respective experience
in industrial planning and deve-
lopment were found fruitful by
both parties.

Tunistan-Jordan wade rela-
tions are subject to an accord
signed in 1998 1n replacement
of that of 1995, Exchanges bel-
ween both coumtries in 2003
totalled 20 milhon dinars and
include mainly electrical equip-
ment, refrigeration equipment,
construction matenials and plas-
ric  products.  The  first
Jordaman-Tunisia joint meeting
ook place in Tums in 2003,

TUNISAIR

Restructuring programme reaches
advanced stage

International
law at the
crossroads

® Law of force or force of law?
Professor Dali Jazy emphasizes
Tunisia’s advocacy of law for
preserving world peace and security

The Minister for Defence,
Professor Duli Jazy, chaired
last Wednesday m Tunis the
opening session of the sixth
international meeting of the
Faculty of Judicial. Paolitical
and Secial Sciences organized
in collaboration with the Hans
Siedel Truet of Gearmany nnder
the theme, “International law
al the crossroads: Force of law
or law of force?”, Tunisian and
European university teachers
and experts debated  these
questions and other topical
issues on the agends which
included the reform of the
United  Nations  Security
Council, collective security,
multilateral cooperation, the
Intemational Count of Justice

and humanitarian intervention.

Addressing the participants,
Protessor  Jazy noted the
recourse o force is always
detrimental to law. He deplored
the fact that blind military
power is countered by coward:
Iy terrorist attacks and underli-
ned the need to apply the force
of law for maintaining peace
and security throughout the
world and fostering the pro-
gress of intenational lw,

The defence minister also
commended  the faculty’s
contribution W suengthening
Tunisia’s advocacy of open-
ness to the world and to firmly
establishing the principles of
peace, justice, tolerance and
the primacy of law.

INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON

TR AT T

(Rt P W

T
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® Domestic flight fares remain unchanged
» A second operator for the management of ports
¢ Enfidha airport project: Concession to be attributed before the end of the year

Addressing participants in a seminar on
the perspectives of air transportation in
Tunisia, held on initiative by the Tounsme
Info mugazine, Mr. Sadok Rabah, minister
for commumeation technology, communi-
cation and transport said that the state stra-
tegy involving privatisation of the sector
rests on bwo major objechives. The first one
is te allow public and private operators to
improve their competitiveness tools while
the second seeks 1o make use of the bilateral
and mululateral conventions in order o
back up the operation of the national flag
carmier and especially its services and
Mights.

The minister added that the Tunisair
mvestment programme projects the acquisi-
tion of new aircraft, will be operational by
2005 and was o be launched in 2002, This
delay, the minister added was mainly caused

by the aftermath of September 11 events.

The mumister added that the financial
situation of the company will not be a posi-
live factor in the negotiation of merging or
other cooperation  agreements with other
companies emphasising that the restruciu-
ring programme i already at an advanced
stage.

Separation between
services and trade
activifies

Mr. Sadok Rabah added that cmphasis
was placed on fhight security. improving
profitability, controlling expenses i order

to reach the aspired balance after a clear
drop of 20% that affected globally flight

companies during the last years.

The munister also mentioned that the fast
few years were marked by the increasing
passenger capaciy of most Tunisian arr-
ports. The call to tender for the realisation off
the new Enfidha airport within concession
procedures will be carried out before the end
of the year. The airport will be operational
by 2008. The minister equally added that a
license for a second operator of airports will
end the monopoly of the Oaca

In terms of perspectives, the minister indi-
cated that Tunisair action during the next
few years will consist in separating between
salbe services and other services delivered by
the company within global state strategies
involving recourse to subsidies, The minis-
ter added that fares for domestic flights will
remain unchanged as thix may affect other
companies providing such services,

PUFULATTON AND
DEVELOPMENT

A national
conference for
the evaluation of
action
programme

A national conference will be
held in Tunis April 17 through
19 m mmplementation of the
Cairo ICPD action programme
len years after its imibiation,

The conference is organised

The UN Sahel and Sahara
Observatory holds GA in Tunis

* Preserving resources and fighting desertification:
The Tunisian experience in the limelight

Mr.  Mohammed Habib
Haddad, agnculture, environ-
ment and natural resources
munister met yesterday with
Dr. Hama Arbadialo, execun-

The minister stressed the
imponance given o Tunisia in
the protection  of
resources and therr sustainabi-

preservation  of

natural  resources.

ced environment through the

Mr. Arbadialo pad wribue to

tion.

The minister and his guest
cqually cvoked the llalian ini-
tiative submitted to the
convention with the new

natural

ve secrerary of the UN
Convention for the fighung
agamnst desertification within
thee G0 sessaon ul e Salwel
and Sahara Observatory board
of directors and the second
General Assembly held in
Tunis this week

lity besides the fight against
deserufication and studics of
climate change.

Mr. Haddad evoked projects
iealised by Turests durmyg the
current decade namely in the
mobilisation of  water and
torcst resources., fighung cro-
sion and maintaimng a balan-

the Tunisian experence m Lhe
preservation  of  natural
resources and the fight against
desertification. Accent was on
ihe imponance of imernaig-
nal cooperation on the hilale-
ral and multilateral level 1o
back up efforts by counfries
facing the threat of desertifica-

African dévelopment program
involving the realisation of a
large number of projects in
Tunisia, Algesia, the Niger aml
Sencgal and the continuous
support 1o regional joint action
in this field.

Q

by the Ti Association for
Family Planning in collabora-
tion with the European Union,
the regronal burcau of the inter-
national family pldhning fede-
ration  (IPPF), the United
MNations Fund for the lamily.
The major objectives mclude an
uppraisal of the Cairo conferen-
ce ten years after and especially
progress made in the comple-
ring the identificarion of the
concrele measures for the final
sefling up of an aclion program-
me. Discussions will provide
recommendations which will be
the programme of action for the
next five years (2004-2009). Iis
programme will be focused on
major action domans of the
ICPD which are population and
developmeni, sexual and repro-
duction health for leenagers and
young people as well as equali-
v bewween the sexes and pre-
vention of AIDS/HIV.

The conference will bring
together  representatives  of
governmental and non-govern-
mental organisations vperaling
in ‘lumsia. ‘The participation of
family  planning associations
from neighbouring countries
namely from Algeria. Morocco,
Mauritania and members of the
[PFF will give the vent a regio-
nal dimencion Among puects
there will be Mrs Nina Puri and
Mr. Steven Sinding, respective-
Iy chair and general director of
the IPPF.

Papers and discussions as
well as workshops will focus
essenlially on lhe respective
experiences  of  participant
counlries.

The Tunisian Association for
Family Planning, which is
member of the intemational
family planming federahon, 1%
represented in the 23 governo-
rates of the republic where it s
workmg on improving family
conditions and the promotion of
women health namely in repro-
duction health ax well as the
prevention of sexually transmit-
ted diseases.
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- TRADE FAIRS AND JOINT CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

TRADE & COMMERCIAL FAIRS

IBNOU SINA 2004, $th International Hospital, Clinic and
Medical Centre Equipment Salon

April 21 thrsugh 24, 2104

Locavon: CIFCO. La Charguia. Tums

(hygmizer Sogelores Inemanonal

Tel. 00 (216) 71 787 933

Fax- 02160 71 786 226

Weh site. wwswosogelones.com

E-mail: into@ sogeloires.con.in

EQUIP GARAGE 2004, 1st Garage Equipment Salon
April 22 through 25, 2004

Location: Sfax Exhubinon Cenire

Organizer: Association de la Foire lntermationale de Sy
Tel: 00 (2161 73 500 028

Fax: (0 (216) 74 296 5327

Weh site: www. [ome-stan.com

E-mail: m.g @ foire-sfax.com.in

42nd Nabveul International Fair

Apnl 23 through May 9. 2004

Liwatiwon: Nabeul Intemanonal Exhubimon Centre
Orgamzer. Suc1été de L Foire de Nabeul

Tel: (M 216) 72 IRS 374, T2 287 63

Fax: D0 ¢216) 72 223 242

SALON 2004, 3rd Living-room Furniture Salon
April 30 through May Y, 2004

Locaton: CIFCO. La Chargura, Tunis

Organizer: Sogefomwes Inermanonal

Tel. 00 (2160 71 787 933

Fax: 00 1216) 71 786 226

Web site. www.sogefores com

E-maul: info @ sogefoires.com.tn

Mediterrancan Agrofoods and Olive Oil Salon

May 1% through 22, 2104

Locatnon: Sfax Exhibition Centre

Organizer: Asseciation de lu Foire Intemationale de Sfax
Tel.. 00 (216) 74 S00 028

Fax- (K1 (21h) 74 296 327

JOINT CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

TUNISIAN-AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (TACC)
10 Avenue Moshah Jarbou, EI Manar 111, 2082 Tuniy

Tel (00 216) 71 X89 780, 71 870 454, 7] 883 226,71 874 244
Fax (00 216) 7] RRO 880, 71 872 279_ 7| 874 |66

E-maul: tace @ tace.org.m

Web sie: www Lact org.tn

TUNISIAN-BENELUX (BELGIAN-LUXEMEBOURGER)
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

20 e de Kazakhstan, 2037 Ennasr 1. Tunis

Tel. (00 2163 71 873 330, 71 872 62K

Fax: (10 216) 71 874 076

TUNISIAN-BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
23 rue de Jerusalem, 02 Tunis-Belvédere

Tel. 00 2161 7] 802 284

Fux: (00 216) 71 801 535

L-mail: theci@ gnet tn

TUNISIAN-CANADIAN CHAMEBER OF COMMERCE
Berges du Lac, Tuns
Tel (D0 216) 71 962 428, 71 962 alh

TUNISIAN-DUTCH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
Tel 100 2161 71 885 312

Tax 100 216) 71 381 780

E-mail: cocute planet. i

TUNISIAN.FRENCH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
(CTFCT)

39 Rue 8301. Montplaar, 1002 Tunix

Tel (00 216) 71 44 310

Fax (00 216) 71 845 962

E-manl: ctfei@rplanettn

Web te, ceife.ongfiunivie

TUNISIAN-GERMAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
Immeuble Le Dome. Rue du La¢ Leman, 245 Berges du Lac. Tums
Tel (i) 216) 71 965 280

Fox (00 Y16) 71 964 553

E-mail: info@ uhkymis.org

Web site: www.ahktunis.org

TINISTAN-ITALIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDU TRY
Tel (00216 71 940 443

Fax 100 216) 7| 940 543

E-mail: wnisitalia ctici@ planet.in

TUNISIAN-SCANDINAVIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND

B e A ]

EXCHANGE RATES IN TUNISIAN DINARS
Account and Cash Operations for 14/04/2004

Denomination Unit Dinars
Suudi Ryal 11 3336
Canadian Dollar ... | 0941
Danish Krome s 1060 20,210
U.AE Dwrham ... PR 10 3A37
LS. Dollar ....coeiiicnnninnns . 1 1.262
Sterling Pound ... 1 2284
Japancse Yen i, 1.00n} 11.762
Kuwaiti Dinar . Tt 1 4.280
Norweeian Krone AW 100 18,155
Swedish Krona ... oo o 1 1.640
Swiss Franc ..o 1t 9.686
Euro ... | 1.504

Tunis Stock Exchange General Indexes

Date BVYMT Index Movement
26/03/2004 983,61 0.14%
29/03/3004 987.12 0.36%
30/03/2004 1000.12 1.32%
A1/03/2004 1002.05 0.19%
104/2004 1001.77 -0.03%
Date Tunindex Movement
26/03/2004 1291.03 0.46%
29/03/2004 1293.71 0.21%
30/03/2004 130230 0.66%
A03z004 130241 .01 %
10472004 1303.91 0.12%
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HISTORY & CULTURE

The first systemanic excava-
tion of Canhage was camed
out by Dr. Nathan Davis, a
witty and cholenc archagolo-
gist despaiched m the mud-
19th century by  Britn's
Foreign Sceretary, Lord
Clarendon. The account of his
findings, recently re-publi-
shed, is as lively an account of
both ancient and exisling
societies as one could hope
for. He contrasts insighls into
the glorious past with the
daly frustrations ol the team:

“Dig, dig, dig amid eanh.
mortar and stone,

And dig. dig. dig among
funs overthrown

Spade, and bucker. and

pick, the toiling Arabs ply.

From breath of carly dawn
ull evemng shades drawn
night.”

British experts have retur-
ned regularly 10 Carthage and
other sites and when, in 1972,
UNESCO launched an inter-
national campaign 1o ' Save
Carthage™ from obliterntion
by builders. Britain  was
among the first counfries o
respond. From 1974 10 1979,
large-scale excavatuons were
carmed out by a team organi-
zed by the British Academy,
with  particularly  excnting
results in the Punic ports. laler
rebuilt by the Romans.

CUUREBYIES -

EXCAVATIONS IN CARTHAGE
' — First excavation of Carthage

At Home in Carthage: The British in Tanizia,
published by the Trustees of
St George’s Church, Tunis, p. 46

Stephen and Philippa Day,

C — Cartha

JAx noted, 3 wall, referred
1o as the ety wall, ran along
the south edge of the mole in
the cast part of the excavation
and stepped southwards by
some five metres in the area of
the “landing bay ™ and small
wall referred to. It then ran
straight across the suggested

€

harbours

three meires along the water-
front, exlending over the
unmortared  blocks of El
Haouaria of the suggested
carly quay. It returned south at
right angles to this over a
width of [.5-2 metres, infer-
rupting the second-third centu-
1y opus caementicium of the
malas at tha entth adas of the

Compiled by Mahmoud Bouali

B — Bir Ftouha
exacavations

The focus of the 1994 and 1996 excavations s a field called Bir
Flouha in the northem outskints of the ancient city of Carthage,
about | km. from the city wall. This area has long been known to
archacologists as an important Christian enclave of the late Roman
through Byzantune penods, but it has never been systematically
excavated or published

- -
A very notorious bir

In October 1880 a basim was discovered in the vianity of the
well (in Ambie bir) in the western part of the field and was inter-
preted as a baptismil font.

Further excavation of the western area, undertaken by Pere
Delanre in 1928-29, revealed a complex of buildings which inclu-
ded o trefonl funerary chapel

In January 1895, Delattre reported that a basilica had been found
mn the western part of the Tield which was parhally excavated in
1897 by Puul Gauckler.

Gauckler's imned publicanion focussed almuost exclusively on
one important floor mosaic and six tomb mosaies of the Byzanune
period found at the site.

Thanks to Delattre, Gauckler...

Some fragments of mosaic were lifted and sent 1o the Bardo
Muscum wherne they are still on display in the early Chnstian room.

Another fragment of the floor mosaic was sent 1o the Louvre,
where it is still on display.

The full extent of the 19th-century excavations in the castemn
area of Bir Ftouha is not known, but at least one trench $-10m x
25m was shown Bordy plan. Despite the aige of this rench, exca
vations were clearly insufficient to cstablish 4 plan of the building
because the hasilica was allernately described as being circular or
semi-circular.
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INTERNATIONAL

US okays Israeli withdrawal

plan

e Sharon has to win support at home
* Palestinians and Arabs outraged

Riding high on an historic U.S.
nod for Ismcl keeping Palestinian
territory taken in war, Prime
Mimster Anel Sharon  returned
home on Fnday into a storm of
Arab outrage and still uncertain of
crucial domestic sapport.
Palestinians said the Sharon plan
tor ettectively annexing parts of the
West Bank would Kill off an alrea-
dy moribund peace process. and
deplored President Bush's agree-
ment that their refugees should not
go back 1o fands now in Israel,

Al the White House on
Wednesday, Bush backed a unilate-
ral Israch pullback from Gaes pit-
ched by Sharon as o bid to break the
diplomatic deadlock after three and
a half vears marked by Palestinian
suicide bombings and Israeli milite-
ry crackdowns,

Well-informed Isracli commenta-
tors quoted Sharon, when told of
Palestinian outrage, as saymg: I
said that we were going to deal
them a lethal blow, and they were
dealt a lethal blow, ™

Calling Bush’s move a “catastro-
ph, Palestintan Prime Ministe
Ahmed Qurie urged an emergency
meeting of the quarter of the
Furopean Union, ited States.
Russia and United Nations , patrons
of a taltered “road map” 1w

what he wanted to win over Israeli
skeptics of his plan to uproot
Gaza's 20 Jewish settlements and
four of 120 in the Wesl Bank, while
retaining larger enclaves there hou-
sing most of the 230,000 serlers.

U.N,  Secretary General  Kofi
Annan censured Bush for ignoring
the wishes of Falestinians. while
the Evropean Union said 1t would
not accept border changes unless
agreed by both sides.

Saudi Arabia, a key US. ally,
said Bush’s backing for Sharon’s
plan would "if cemented...compli-
cate peace opportunities and cripple
the peace prowess.”

Secretary of State Colin Powell
defended  Bush's  pohcy  shifi
against charges of pro-Israel bias,
saying: 1 don't think we have
abandoned our tole as an honest
broker at all.”

British Prime Mimister Tony Blar
said ahead of talks with Bush that
he hoped the US. leader’s Middle
East policy shift could build
momentum toward an elusive peace
deal.

“1 think s aopoitant thal we
ensure that the mitiative that has
been taken the past couple of days
leads to a real sense of movement
and change there in the Middle
East."” he said after meeting Annan

o

ving what he dubs a plan of “disen-
gagement” from conflict with the
Palestinians.

Several Likud ministers oppose
the plan.  Ulranationalists  in
Sharon’s coalition have threatened
to bolt in protest. Unfaeed, the ex-
general hinted they could be repla-
ced — perhaps with opposition par-
ties to form a “national unity " cabi-
nel. Opinion polls in Israel have
consistently shown strong suppon
for leaving Gaza, a power base for
Islamic militant groups sworn to
the destruction of the Jewish stute,
One poll on Thursday found 58 per-
cent Likud support for a Gaza pul-
lout.

Bush's move could improve the
president’s standing with Amencan
Jews and other pro-Tsrael consti-
twencies ahead of U.S. ¢lectnons in
November. But the Arab outery
may further sap support for the TS,
occupation of Trag .

Washington had never come oul
50 openly against the right of return
claimed by Palestinians disposses-
sed in the 1948 war of Israel’s crea-
tion, and millions of their descens
dants, The Jewish state says a refu-
gee influx would mean demogra-
phuc suicide,

A senior Istaeli official said
Sharon expected the pullback to be
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PERU
Congress approves
murder charges
against Fujimori

Peru's Congress approved murder
charges against ex-President Alberto
Fujimori  for allegedly anthorizing the
death sguad killing of & union leader
more than a decade ago, ollicaly sad

government collapsed amid
a corruption scandal in November 2000,
He has since lived in Tokyo, protected
from extradition by Japanese citizenship,
He denies any wrongdoing and insists the
allegations against him are politically
mativated.

Peruvian  prosecutors have piled up
maore than a dozen charges aganst him,
from murder 1o illegal wiretapping and
corruption & i hopes of pressuring
Tokyo 1o extradite him,

Congress voted 56-5 with four absten-
tions late Wednesday (o approve charges
that Fujimon directed a paramilitary
death squad to murder one of the nation’s
mast influential labor leaders, Pedro

Huilea, the legislature said in a statement
released Thursday.

Huilca, a popular leader of organized
construction workers, had been a harsh
erlic of Fupmon before his December
1992 murder,

Fujimori and his government investiga-
tors mamtained that Shining Path guer-
rillas killed Huilea, although witnesses
said the men who grabbed him outside of
his Lima home drove sport uuhity
vehicles with police license  plates.
Huilea was found shot 1o death on the
outskirts of the capital. Investigators reo-
pened the case after Fujimon fled Peru,

Pro-Fujimori legislators on Thursday
criticized the congressional vote, clai-
ming the charges lack evidence,

Fujimori has vowed 1o run for Peru’s
presidency in 2006, despite the mounting
criminal charges against him and a
congressional ban on his holding public
office until 2010

U.N. panel
condemns Uganda
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Austrian Air offers
inflight voting

After in-flight cmer
ment, drnks and  dury-free
shopping, voting for pres
P e s wl] paet of Ui ser-
vice for Austria’s mational car-
rier. Austrian Airhmes Group,
The airline has swd it would

affer Austrian ciuzens the
chance 1o vote in the April 25
presidential - clect while

cruising ut 560 mph as long as
they had the card that allows
voung in places other than
therr voung centres.

“The voung procedure must
tke place owside Austrian
airspace,” Austriun Airlines
sid] n 4 Slatenent, “Ou sie-
wards will happily serve as
valing w

imnesses”

Ausrian Airlines ofTered
viting  Tacilities during pre-
omal and presidential
Aions. and although not all
passengers voled. the airdine
saw b as o a litde exurn that
adided 1w the service.

.

“Ice highway” opens
earth’s last frontier

S Amencans have  just
emded i second vear of what
looks like un impossible mis-
ston - carving out i road 1o the
South Pole, The 1.020-mile

LTk v th

ger John Wright is convinced i
can be completed, though not
by nest summer as ongmally
hoped.

The compleion date 1s the
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Lille, European Culture Capital

Uncovering the “hidden wonders of the
world™. sparking off i fever of excirement
in every neighbourhood and olle
nothing less than a “new art of living™ are
just some of the ambitions set isell by
Lille, de ed this year. along with
Genoa (lalyy, European Capital of Culiure.

For the first time m the history of this
honour, an entire " Euroregion” is lining up
hetind a key city: “60% ol Lille 2004 will
not take place in Lille™, as Marnine Aubry,
mayor of the metropolis of the Nord region,
likes o stress. Not only Boulogne-sur-Mer.
Calais.  Dunkirk, Armas.  Maubeuge.
Valenciennes, Douni, Cam and Lens,
but also many Belgian towns ( Walloon and
Flemishiyare involved in the venture.

and mir links allow the different
10 be reached guickly. but you are
advised 1o armive in Lille by train, Indeed,
the tone is st from the moment you urrive
im the station, Impressive geometric steel
sculptures and huge bluck suns welcome
you 1o Lille-Evrope, while Lille-Flandres
stution s armayed with fluminous transligu-
rations that change with the time of day

Leaving the station. tourists will Tind
themselves seamlessty entering the bustle
of Nanking street .. in § | Fecons-
trugtion of the Chinese ¢ity’s streel.
Then the urban enchantments™ af Lille
2004 follow one after the other as you wan-
der through the town. Here, the Locic Lom
graphies agency invites the stroller w
explore the folinge of its forest hanging
upside down twelve metres above the moad-
way. There, pedestnians and vehicles pass
through the seven greal futonsl arches
posttioned alang the Chemun des Broiles
designed by Jean-Claude  Mézicres, 1he
iee fiction comic smip canme-

Famous e
fist
Several places are adorned with strange

take o break and do a linle dreaming.
Further on, Serge Lutens, o famous perfu-
mer and native of Lille, has devised a Liby-
rinth of local fr nces: the aroma of black
carth. af’ shaken sheets, of filled waffles...
Even u trip on the umderground has sur-
prises in store - the wnnels between sta-
tions are decorated with moving  land-
scupes. How is it done” As the train goes
it brings 1o life the sill pictures
e alang the route. T this land of the
o the elock®, 1t is impossible o avoid
: ample by Austrian Kurt
schlager installed on the Lille-Europe
tower - every thinty minutes, s | 880 neon
hights distribute over twenty {loors emit
trantic pulses, visible for miles around!
But the hig adea of Lille 2004 is the
Maisons Folie, inspired by the extravagam
and playful ansocrtic residences of the
I Bth century Known as “folies”, Forming
links between post and fulure, these old
buildings {convent, hospice, spinning mill,
Vil ass
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and  Lambersarn), four outside 0 (Arras,
Maubeuge, Calais and Dunkirk) amd three
in Belgum (Courtrai. Mons and Tour

The Condition Publigue, in Roubqa
one ol the project’s most impressive
Maisons Folie, The building occupies a
1ol area of nearly 2 hectares and consists
of two market halls cach measuring 2,400
square metres, un indoor glass-roofed streer
153 merres wide and 130 mewes long,
dogens of Iintle rooms and disused laborato-
ries, all covered by roof-gardens 12 metres
above the ground in which a luxuriant
vegetation (ourishes. This amuzing struc-
ture copstructed in the 19h century wis
origmally used for the preparation and
tradde of wool. Part of the building hos now
Been restored - the internal sireet and one of
the big hulls. The rest will eventuully house
u 218 century arts centre. From April o
June, Jam will be moving im0 the
Condition Publique, with a reconstruction

of u Kingston streer and the hills of Zion.
Thee mhlie will he tabon an 9 foimey af




